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xhibit 15

Gap in Proficiency Levels in
High- and Low-Poverty
Schools on the 2001 State
Assessments, 8" Grade
Mathematics

NOTE: Gap = Proficiency levels of students in low-poverty
schools minus proficiency levels of students in high-poverty
schools.

SOURCE: Consolidated State Performance Reports,
2001.

21 | A 2000-01

dent Outcomes

Similar to what was shown earlier for 4™ grade reading, there were fairly large differences in the
relative performance of 8™ grade students from high- and low-poverty schools on the 2001 state
mathematics assessments. For example, in 11 of the 26 states for which data were reported, the
difference between the percentage of students from high-poverty schools who scored at or above
the proficient level and the percentage of students from low-poverty schools who scored at this
level was 40—49 percentage points, with the largest difference being in Maryland. Only in five
states was the difference less than 10 percentage points: Puerto Rico (-2), South Carolina (0),
West Virginia (5), Alaska (8), and Texas (9). (See Exhibit A.6 in the appendix for the detailed
results by state.)

¢ ) Between High- and Low-Poverty Schools in the Percentage of Students Scoring at or Above the
I ficient Level on the 2001 State Assessments, 8th Grade Mathematics
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Gap in performance between high- and low-poverty schools

Exhibit reads: In five states, the gap in the relative performance of 8" grade students from high- and low-
poverty schools on the 2001 state mathematics assessments was less than 10 percentage points.
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